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A Message from the Princ ipal   
Elaine Mead , 
emead@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us   
 

In his opening address, Dr. Ash shared with 
the K -12 staff his vision to “provide excellence 
and equity for all students.”  H e cited the work 

of Karin Chenoweth who has written books 
about schools that have been successful in clo s-
ing the achievement gap for children of color, 
English language learners, students with disabilities 
and low -income students.  Chenoweth outlined 
the six attributes that characterize these gap -
closing schools:  
 

1. Outstanding teaching  
2. Teacher collaboration  
3. A laser -like focus on what we want st u-

dents to learn  
4. Use of data to inform instruction  
5. Use of intervention strategies  
6. Personal relationship building  

 
These six characteristics guide the district’s action 
plan and are central to the improvement efforts 
at Harrington.  Each idea is very important.  At 
Harrington, our highly qualified teachers work co l-
laboratively through a process called Professional 
Learning Communities.  In these small groups, 
teachers share data on student performance, set 
goals and develop instructional plans to improve 
student achievement.   Our professional deve l-
opment initiatives and professional time are d e-
voted to this work and are in alignment with the 
vision set forth in Lexington’s Excellence and E q-
uity plan.  The full report is available on the Lexin g-
ton Public Schools website. 
http://lps.lexingtonma. org/Current/CompleteActi
onPlan5_5_09.pdf  

Although each item on Chenoweth’s list is 
important, I am seeking help from the parent 
community on number six:  relationship building.  
Specifically, I am seeking ideas that we can d e-
velop to build relationships w ith new families.  
Each year we welcome new families, some from 

other places in Massachusetts, some from other 
states, and many from other countries.  Some of 
our students, and their parents, are here in the 
United States for the first time.  This summer w e 
welcomed over 30 families and over 20 were 
originally from places outside of this country.  We 
want to develop ways to welcome and help the 
newest members of our community feel comfor t-
able and connected.    

Currently, we have outreach for METCO 
families through our Family Friends program.  
Thanks to Rita Ross and Linda Resnick, parent vo l-
unteers, who help organize the play dates and 
help facilitate the link between families from Bo s-
ton and families from Lexington.   In addition, we 
have K orean PTA liaison s.  When a family moves 
here from Korea we give them the contact info r- 
 

. . . conti nued, page 2  
 

 October  
1   Metco Family Friends Day  
2  PTA Coffee - 9:00-10:30 
3 Family Picture Day  
7 Walk -to -school Wednesday  
12  No School  - Columbus Day  
13 PTA General Meeting  
14   No School -  Professional Day  
15 Global Handwashing Day  
16 Deadline for Trivia Bee entries  
17  Walk for the Arts - 12:30-3:30 
20 School Council Meeting 7:30am – 8:30am  
20  Harrington Reads Grade 4&5  
23      Senegalese Music All -School Assembly  
28  Conference Day - Early Dismissal -  12:15 pm  
27 ADHD lecture (see SEPAC article), 7:30pm  
29 Conference Day - Regular Di smissal - 12:15  
30  Halloween Assembly – 2:00 
 

 November   
2  Wilson's Pie Sales fundraiser begins  
3  Family Math Night - Grade 3 - 6:45 - 8:00 pm  
4 Walk-to -school Wednesday  
4  Conference Day - Early Dismissal - 12:15 pm  
5  Conference Day - Regular Di smissal -- 12:15  
5  METCO Family Friends Day  
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5 LEF Trivia Bee, 7pm Cary Hall  
Principal’s Message, continued…  
 
mation so that they can le arn more about our 
community in their home language.  Although the 
Korean group is the largest, we frequently have 
families from other countries in Asia, Africa, and 
Europe who would appreciate meeting a contact 
person who would understand their la nguage 
and the adjustments that come with inte rnational 
relocation.  If you would like to assist newcomers 
as they become more familiar with our comm u-
nity, please send me a note or an email.  We are 
very interested in having volunteers who are bili n-
gual.  Please l et me know if you can help or have 
ideas.  I welcome your feedback and suggestions.   

 
Big Backyard  
Cristina Burwell, parent walk 
volunteer  

 
Big Backyard (BBY) parent volunteers are 

not science and nature experts, but they are e n-
thusiasts!  That means be ing able to walk around 
the Ha rrington grounds and share an enthusiasm 
for what they find – is the temper a ture of the snow 
colder in the center of that snowpile than on the 
surface?  What ha ppened to the flowers we saw 
last spring?  
 The BBY organizers prov ide parent volu n-
teers with information to share with the children 
before each walk.  How to count white pine 
branches to determine its age, for example; or 
where Harrington’s wildlife find s sources of food 
and shelter.   
 This program relies on volunteers to walk 
with the children.  It is easy to do, and always 
something interesting to learn.  Here is the 09/10 
learning schedule:  

K – Plants 
1 – Animals and habitats  
2 – Native American plants, soil  
3 - Mini -creatures, colonial plants  
4 – Trees, birds 
5 – Ecosystems 
If you have already signed up to volunteer 

and turned in your volunteer form, you can e x-
pect to hear from your class representative  to find 
out when your  child’s class’s autumn walk will be.  
If you have not yet indicated your interest, please 
co ntact Giulia Palliotti at 
giulia_paliotti@yahoo.com .  More i nformation 
about the program can be found on the BBY link 

from the Ha rrington website: 
http://ha rrington.lexingtonma.org . 

 
September PTA Minutes  

Claire Sheth, clairebsheth@yahoo.com  
 
September General Meeting  
September 9, 2009  

 
The kick-of f meeting of the 2009 -2010 

school year opened with a welcome from PTA co -
president, Suzanne Kouri , and announcem ents of 
upcoming events, including:  
 
1. Harrington Reads  Kick -Off meeting, Tuesday, 

Oc tober 20 th —Parent/child book club for 4th 
and 5 th graders.  The group’s first book for di s-
cussion is Maniac Magee  by Jerry Spinelli.  

 
2. Walk for the Arts, Saturday, October 17th—a 

pop ular fundraising event that supports the 
PTA initia tive, Arts Created Together (ACT) .  
ACT brings a wide range of enrichment pr o-
grams into t he school each year, including 
two  enrichment pr ograms per grade level as 
well as two  school -wide programs .  The pro-
grams are well -vetted and of high quality.  
ACT is the PTA’s biggest budget item and is 
hugely valuable to  our  students .  Every family 
is encouraged to pa rticipate in the Walk for 
the Arts  for which chi ldren w ill be asked to 
gather pledges from f amily and friends for 
comple ting “laps” of the event route mapped 
by PTA and school represent a tives.   

 
3. Halloween Assembly, Friday, October 30 th, 2:00 

- an annual tradition at Harrington.  Chi ldren 
(and available  parents) gather into the multi -
purpose room  in co stume at  the end of the 
day and process across the stage —teachers 
included!  A fun afternoon for all.  

 
Other Reminders:    
 
1. PTA Membership Forms --  If you haven’t 

handed in PTA forms, please do so!  In r eturn 
you will receive the school directory for the 
year which includes family, admini strator and 
faculty contact information —an invaluable r e-
source during your time at Harrington.  

 
 

. . . continued,  next page  
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2. Listserv—in our effort to be more green , we 

are greatly reducing the number of flyers b e-
ing c irculated for  different events/activities 
and relying more on this great co mmunication 
tool. Harrin gton’s listserv is an “opt out” listserv, 
which assumes participation unless we are i n-
formed that you don’t want to receive emails.  

 
3. Future PTA  Meetings :  PTA meetings will alte r-

nate between mornings and evenings to try 
and capture as many members of the co m-
munity as possible.  The first two  general mee t-
ings have been planned as opportunities to 
meet our administr a tion and faculty members 
and create dynamic d ialogue between pa r-
ents and their chi ldren’s teachers.  

 
After announcements, the meeting was 

turned over to Principal Elaine Mead, Assistant 
Principal, Grant Smith, and School Counselor, Amy 
Chamberlain and attending parents for discu s-
sion. 

Principal Mead opened with an overview 
of “the numbers” at Harrington.  There are 392 
students in 19 clas srooms making Harrington the 
smallest elementary school in Lexington.  It is i m-
portant to note that the number posted through 
the Department of Education website also  in-
cludes the preschool population, which explains 
the diffe rence between the larger DOE number 
and the actual Harrington figures.  In addition, 
there are 68 staff and faculty members, including: 
3 custod ians; 1 Principal; 1 Asst Principal; 47 
teachers; 16  teaching assistants; and, 1 ded i-
cated school counselor.  Each kindergarten class 
has its own assistant and there are a number of 
instructional assistants working throughout the 
school with st udents with Individual Education 
Plans.  Additio nally, each Lexi ngton elementary 
school has its own specialized learning program 
according to different educational needs , and 
children in the Developmental Learning Program 
are int egrated in the regular class day.  Harrington 
also has a full spectrum of therapies availab le for 
special ed ucation needs —speech, occupational 
therapy, etc.  

Ms. Mead was also happy to report exci t-
ing news on the technology front.  Wireless tec h-
nology was recently implemented throughout the 
district and Harrington is now the proud owner of 9 
lapt ops to be used in the 5 th and 4 th grade clas s-
rooms. Further, through Federal stimulus funds, 
$500k has been earmarked over the next two 

years to help teachers better understand how 
they can more effectively integrate technology in 
the classroom.  Additiona lly, a proposal submitted 
to the Lexin gton Education Foundation by 1 st 
grade teacher, Mr. Dagley , was awarded and will 
introduce inte ractive response technology  to the 
1st grade clas srooms.  

Regarding the start of the year, administr a-
tors have been really pleased with a smooth 
opening.  The cont inuity of staff from last year to 
this has helped greatly as did the resurrection of 
the 5 th grade buddy system that empowered 5 th 
gra ders to be helpful, contributing mem bers of 
the school community.  Fifth  grade bud dies were 
tasked to be on the lookout for younger children 
in need of assistance.  Other “buddy” opportun i-
ties among the older grade levels include 5 th 
grade buddies who will spend part of their recess 
to help kindergartners in the lunchroom (partic u-
larly during winter recess —helping kindergarteners 
get their snow clothes on!), and “Learning Bu d-
dies” among the 1 st-4th grade classes.  

Some suggestions were offered to help 
improve the buddy system  for next year including 
the idea of assig ning one 5 th grade bu ddy to a 
specific and consistent group of 5 or so kinde r-
gartners to avoid confusion among the smaller 
children loo king for their  buddy.  

During the question and answer period, 
questions were asked regarding playground  
mai ntenance,  ma nagement and behaviors and 
Ms. Mead was happy to announce that en-
hanc ements are currently underway on the main 
pla yground to int egrate beloved pieces from the 
old Harrington play structure into the new pla y-
ground.   

Recess itself consists of two  15 minute r e-
cess periods.  Thursd ays are slightly different due 
to the shorter day.  Administrators have set up 3 
recess periods to minimize the number of kids out 
at  one time and thereby (hopefully) minimizing 
opportunities for conflict.  Recess aids are located  
throughout the play area to mon itor behavior and 
ensure maximum safety levels.  

Regarding transportation , Harrington buses 
are leaving the school at the end of day between 
3:30 and 3:35.  Bus 1 route is being reviewed  to 
en sure it is on par with other routes in terms of 
number of s tops/time spent on the bus.  Ms. Mead 
has been in contact with the transportation d e-
partment to continue working out any ou t-
stan ding kinks in the schedule.  All buses have 
been a rriving on time.  
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Questions also came up regarding hom e-
work .  Specifically, one  parent asked how teac h-
ers within a grade level communicate with each 
other about homework amounts/expectations.  
Mr. Grant responded that, within e lementary 
schools, the general “formula” for homework is 10 
minutes per grade level; but ind ividual teachers  
decide what is “ reasonable” homework given the  
goals for the class.  In the earlier grades, hom e-
work is largely about getting st udents used to the 
idea of homework and to help them d evelop 
good habits.  For the older greats, the PTA d o-
nates agenda books f or 4 th and 5 th grade st udents 
to help them better organize their hom e-
work/assignments.  

Next were some questions about Open 
Circle .  Specifically, what is it? School Counselor, 
Ms. Amy Chamberlain provided an overview of 
the program, which  is an elementary  school -
based social competency pr ogram implemented 
system-wide throughout Lexington.  It is teacher 
driven and the curriculum is designed to help kids 
with issues pertaining to self -management, ge tting 
along with others and laying a foundation for 
problem  solving.  The curriculum works with st u-
dents on how to: talk about feelings; express 
themselves; build a classroom community; and, 
deal with conflict.  This year there will also be a 
focus on helping children d evelop resiliency.   

Open Circle meetings tak e place Friday 
mornings from 9 -9:30 so classrooms within a grade 
level can come together around topics.  These 
meetings are built into the schedule from the 
ground up and are suppl emented by additional 
weekly meetings in each individual classroom.  

Addition al programs are offered during 
the year to supplement Open Circle, for example, 
Open Circle  for parents and, last year, a program 
about girl bullying.   

Another participant turned the discussion 
around a little and asked Ms. Mead what parents 
can do to be tter support  our administrators  and 
teachers?  The responses were simple and direct:  
make sure children are getting a good night’s 
sleep; do not drop children off before 8:15; abide 
by the “well enough for school” guidelines when 
your child isn’t feeling w ell; follow the rules around 
par king/pick up/drop off; and, assume positive 
intent among faculty and staff —teachers are d o-
ing their best so please give them benefit of 
doubt.  

Lastly, questions were raised about the 
best means of communicating with our chi ldren’s 
teachers .  Email is very useful and teachers are 

expected to check their email at least once a 
day.  Their email addresses will be included in the 
PTA directory, but parents are reminded that 
email should really only be used for quick que s-
tion s and  requests and to schedule  meetings.  It 
should not be used to try and address/resolve a 
co nflict or concern.  Parents are also encouraged 
to call Ms. Minasian in the office for any last mi n-
ute changes to the pick -up schedule for your 
child.   

There will be  a PTA-sponsored coffee with 
the principal on Friday October 2 nd  at 9am . 
The next PTA executive com mittee meeting is 
scheduled for Tue sday, October 13 th at 7:30.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm . 

 

Wellness Corner  
Kathy Pike, 
kpike1@alumni.tufts.edu  

For those of you new to Harrington, the 
"Wellness Corner" was started by a group of inte r-
ested fam ilies wanting to share their ideas and 
questions about Wellness in general.  What ma t-
ters most to you about Wel lness?  Eating healthy 
food at home and at school?  Sleep is-
sues?  Work/family ba lance?  Homework 
stress?  Relieving stress (yoga, community activities 
and listserves)?  Bringing Wellness programs to 
Harrington?  What else?  

We would like your ideas!  Please send any 
and all thoughts or suggestions relating  to Wel l-
ness to Kathy Pike at the email listed above.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUTUMN TRIVIA 
How many different tree leaf shapes are 
there?  See how many you and your child 
or children can find this autumn!  
 
http://www.exploringnature.org/db/detail.php?dbID=2
6&detID=2297  
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School Committee Update  
Lisa Smith, 
lisa.lavinia.smith@gmail.com  

 

The School Committee met on Septe mber 
8 in the Selectmen's Meeting Room of the Town 
Office Building at 7:30pm.   The first discussion item 
was the " Summer 2009 Professional Devel op-
ment".   During the months of July and August, 281 
teachers participated in 39 workshops focusing on 
a variety of subject matters at the four levels of 
lear ning:   elementary, middle, high school and 
district -wide endeavors.   These workshops were 
supported  by the Lexington Ed ucation Foundation 
and the operating budget.   Some issues that 
these workshops concentrated on were:   instruc-
tional intervention dealing with a v a riety of lear n-
ing styles; common assessments and use of tec h-
nology; recomme ndations from P E and Wellness; 
and interdisciplinary instru c tion.  

Next on the agenda was the " Projected vs. 
Actual 2009 Enrollment Nu mbers".  Back in the 
months of November and December, Dr. Ash pr o-
jected the number of children enrolled in the Le x-
ington Pu blic Schools to  be 6,116.   The ac tual 
number came in at 6,169.   Dr. Ash said the proje c-
tion methodo logy worked well this year and that 
he would continue to use it to determine the e n-
rollment nu mbers in the future.   One interesting 
point to note is that the enrollment is still declining 
as a school di strict, but it is slo wing down.   There 
was a response from one School Committee 
member that it would be useful for future studies 
to know how many students were enrolled in pr i-
vate schools.  

The third discussion item was " Full-Day Kin-
dergarten and Half -Day Kinderga rten".  Dr. Ash 
reported that there are 377 Kindergarten students 
enrolled this school year.   There are 21 Kinderga r-
ten classes distributed between the six elementary 
schools.   There are also 24 Half -Day Kindergarten 
students enrolled this school year.   Based on a su r-
vey from last spring and with a n 88.5% return from 
parents and a 99% return from teachers, all r e-
ported that the Full and Half -Day programs were 
very successful.   In response to an article e ntitled 
"Pressure-cooker kindergarten" from the August 
30th edition of The Bo ston Sunday Globe, Dr. Ash 
stressed that the nature of the full day kinderga r-
ten classroom is not competitive but that that the 
extra time provides teachers to get to know st u-
dents better, dete rmine how individuals learn 
best, provide more activity centers and ult imately, 
allow a teacher to give more time on an indivi d-

ual basis.  
A final noteworthy item was to reappoint 

Carol Pilarski as the Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum, Instruction and Professional Develo p-
ment for a three year contract.   Carol has worked 
in the town of Lexington for over 20 years in K -12. 

 

ACT – Arts Created T ogether  
Raana Khavandgar, r67r@yahoo.com  

Tanya Gisolfi, gisolfit@rcn.com   
 

On behalf of ACT we would like to ta ke a 
moment to thank all the families, staff and PTA 
who su pported ACT last year. Special thanks to 
Amy Zaslow w ho co -chaired ACT for the past two  
years.  This year the co -chairs are Tanya Gisolfi -
McCready for 3 rd, 4th and 5 th grade and Raana 
Khavandgar fo r K, 1st and 2 nd  grade.   

Our budget for fiscal year 2009 -2010 is 
$8500. Our goal is to bring in two programs per 
grade K thru 4 th, one 5 th grade program and two 
all -school programs, for a total of 13 pr ograms 
throughout the year.  Funding is critical to o ur abi l-
ity to provide quality and innovative progra m-
ming, as hi storically some all -school programs 
have cost as much as $3000.  To date the pr o-
grams we have co nfirmed for the 2009 -10 school 
year are: Mother Goose and Chinese Ribbon 
Dance for K; Tal king Cel lo for 1 st grade; Bay State 
Colonies for 3 rd grade.  

Please support ACT through the Walk for 
Arts or by donating to the PTA. Our budget comes 
directly through your donations and PTA fun d rais-
ing e fforts.  “What is special about ACT is that is it 
one of the only programs that exposes our chi l-
dren to professional artists of all genres and e n-
courages our children to value and e xplore his or 
her individual creativity”  (- a Harrin gton parent 
and ACT su pporter).  

Check the Harrington Web Page under 
ca lendar for eve nt dates.  Home room parents will 
send an email one week prior to an event and a 
2nd  reminder via the listserv.  

We value your child’s feedback.  Please 
take 5 to 10 minutes to talk about the programs 
with your children and email us with rea c tions.  
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Notes from the M usic Room  
Holly Stumpf, Harrington Music 
Specialist  

 
On October 23 rd , Harrington will host A b-

dou Sarr and Tony Vacca for a day of Senegalese 
dancing and drumming.  We are very grateful to 
FOLMADS (Friends of Lexington Music Art and 
Drama St udents) for funding this special day.   

Abdou and Tony traveled with Mrs. Stumpf 
during her professional development trip to Sen e-
gal last February.  Abdou is a fantastic Senegalese 
dancer who taught two styles of African dancing 
to the participants of the trip.  He also served as 
guide, translator and friend to all in the group.   
Tony is a fabulous percussionist who is the Amer i-
can part of the Senegal -American Project. He 
also traveled with the group to Senegal and 
added his many experiences in Africa to t his spe-
cial trip. He visited Harrington three years ago with 
Massamba Diop and spent the day making music 
with our students in exiting and creative ways.  
Tony and Abdou are part of Arts Are Essential, an 
organization that supports and enriches arts in 
schools.    

On October 23 rd the day will begin with an 
assembly for the entire school followed by classes 
for grades 2 -5.  This will be a unique opportunity 
for students to experience the culture of a diffe r-
ent country in a pe rsonal and participatory way.   

 
Parent Volunteer’s Needed!  

Kathy Sherburne, MS, RN, CPNP  
781 - 860 - 5831  

 
The Hearing and Vision Team will be wor k-

ing at Harrington on Friday October 30 th, Monday 
November 2 nd  and Tuesday N ovember 3 rd. 

I am in need of parent volunteers to assist 
me with meas uring 1 st and 4 th grade students’ 
height and weight , and to aid the team with “tra f-
fic flow”. You would be working with them, conf i-
dentially recording st udent’s results.  The schedule 
is as following for needing parental assistance:  
�x Friday Oct 30 th,  8:30-11:30 & 12:30-1:30pm.  
�x Monday Nov.2 nd  8:30-11:30 am & 1 -2:30 pm  
�x Tuesday Nov. 3 rd, from 8:30 -11:30 & 1-2:30pm.  
You may volunteer to help for 1/2 hour, a morning 
or afternoon, or a day or two.  I am grateful for 
any help you can give.  If we have many vol un-
teers, two  people can work together.  If you have 

any questions, you may contact me at 781 -860-
5831 and leave a voicemail.  
 

Harrington Singers  
-  article submitted by Mrs.  Stumpf, 
Grace Kim and Leah Choi  

 
 

A group of 4 th and 5 th graders from Lexin g-
ton we nt to Seneca Falls, New York for the wee k-
end of July 18 .  They formed the Lexington Girlz 
Choir and sang as part of the Convention Days 
celebration in Seneca Falls.  The Convention Days 
cel ebrate the day a group of citizens, led by 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, signed the Declaration of 
Sentiments, which d eclared rights for women.  

The Girlz Choir was sponsored by One 
Voice Alliance, a group that advocates for the 
rights of women around the world.  The girls sang 
three times, twice with a choir from the local hig h 
school. They also visited the Women’s Hall of 
Fame, wal ked from Elizabeth Cady Stanton’ s 
house to the church where the Declaration of 
Sentiments was signed and explored charming 
Seneca Falls.   

Grace Kim, Leah Choi, Jeanne Choi and 
Sophie Park were Harri ngton’s members in the 
choir.  Mrs. Stumpf was one of three Lexin gton 
elementary music teachers who prepared the girls 
for the weekend and conducted the co ncerts.  

Comments from the Harrington members 
of the Girlz Choir:  
 
“It was so amazing walking on the same path from 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s house to the church.  It was 
the way she walked once long ago to sign the Declar a-
tion of Sentiments.  I am so happy for women’s rights.”   
 
“When we went to Seneca Falls, I felt very proud.  I was 
so happy that women  could have rights.  I feel so 
thankful to Elizabeth Cady Stanton.  I learned so much 
and I had so much fun.”  
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LEF Trivia Bee 
Sue Schiffer, 

sgschiffer@hotmail.com  
LEF Communications  
  

Calling all trivia buffs! The Lexington Ed u-
cation Foundation (LEF) w ill be holding its bee -
loved a nnual Trivia Bee on Thursday, November 5, 
7:00 p.m. at Cary Hall.   More than 40, three -person 
teams will be competing by answering trivia que s-
tions in a “F inal Jeopardy” -style fo rmat. There is no 
limit to the number of teams a  school can send -- 
last year, one school had four teams -- and we 
want to ensure Harrington  is well-represented.   The 
more teams we have, the greater the chance 
that a  Harrington  team will be crowned Lexin g-
ton's Masters of Minutia!   An ind ividual, group, or 
company can sponsor a team with the $375 tax -
deductible fee that helps to support the LEF grant 
programs that enhance educational excellence 
in the Lexington Public Schools. For more inform a-
tion, or to sponsor or register a team online, please 
visit our secure website at 
www.lexedfoundation.org .  Sign up soon -- the 
deadline for team e ntries is October 16  

Harrington Reads  
Sarah Novogrodsky, 
snovogrodsky@gmail.co m 
Flavia Vidal, fvidal@andover.edu  
 
This year our fall selection will be Maniac 

Magee  by Jerry Spinelli . Join us to discuss this 
novel on Tuesday, October 20 th from 7:00 -8:00pm 
in the Harrington School library . Signing up is easy! 
Let us know you want to participate by filling out 
the form below. Then you and your 4 th or 5th 
grader read the book (or listen to it on an audio 
CD or tape) and meet with other parents and 
children for a lively evening of book talk!  
 

Class of 2009  
Gradu ation Gift  
 
We are pleased to a n-
nounce that the 5 th Grade 

Class of 2009 has co mpleted the planting of their 
class gift, a beautiful pear tree, located at the 
pla yground near the Kinderga rten doors.  The 
Grad uating Committee would like to  make a 
special thank you to the Town of Lexington Facil i-
ties Dept. for their time and help in tran sporting 
and planting the tree this summer.  We hope the 
tradition in planting trees co ntinues at Harrington 
with future class gifts.  
 

 

Future 5 th  Grade stu dents (Class of 2011) a d-
miring the pear tree.  

 

YES! Sign us up for Harrington Reads!  
 
Parent          Child          
 
Classroom Teacher        
Please return this form to your child’s classroom teacher or drop it off in the Harrin gton Reads box, 
located acro ss the hall from the main office.  
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Lexington SEPAC   
Elisabeth Sackton  

Lexington SEPAC:  Finding the Buried Treasure in 
ADHD, Dr. Hallowell  The next meeting will be held 
at Clarke Middle School Auditorium on October 
27th at  7:30PM. 
 The Lexington Specia l Education Parent 
Advisory Council is pleased to have Dr. Edward M. 
Hallowell, psychiatrist, founder of the Hallowell 
Center and author, present a basic introduction 
to the world of atte ntion deficit disorder, inc luding 
diagnosis and treatment.  Dr. Hallo well will di scuss 
the human experience of ADD (ADHD), the i m-
pact of ADHD on the family, its challenges, and 
the trauma that can be i nflicted due to excess 
stress. He will also discuss the various tre atments 
available and provide an  ove rview of emerging 
ide as about ADHD.   Approaching ADD as a gift 
that is often difficult to unwrap rather than a di s-
order, Dr. Hallowell’s goal is to help people master 
the power of AD HD while avoiding its pitfalls.  Join 
Dr. Hallowell as he invites you into his world of ADD 
an d balance on the big ball of life.  Registration 
Required .  Vo luntary donations accepted.   For 
More information and to register, visit 
www.sepac.org  (new site) .  If you have any que s-
tions or need accommod a tions, please contact 
Elisabeth (above).  
Other Events : 
Thursday, Oct 14, 2009, 5:00 PM: Basic Rights – 
Federation for Children with Sp ecial Needs Cunniff 
Elementary School library, 246 Warren St., Wate r-
town, MA 02472 -3492   
Federation for Children with Special Needs wor k-
shop int roduces families to their rights and respo n-
sibilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Ed u-
cation Act (IDEA), Massachusetts Special Educ a-
tion Law an d No Child Left Behind.  Teache s par-
ents how to be effe c tive partners with the school, 
to decide the c hild’s eligibility for special educ a-
tion, to plan, make decisions and to monitor the 
educ a tional progress of their child.  

A Message from PTA Co -Presidents  
Suzanne Kouri, kouri34@aol.com  

Suzanne Bruno, brunojs@comcast.net  
 

 Welcome to October!  We hope eve ryone 
is settling into the routine of school - we ce rtainly 
could not have asked for better weather during 
our transition from Summer to Fall!   
 The PTA Executive Committee would like 

to invite everyone in the Harrington community to 
join us this month fo r a very special event - Har-
rington's Walk for the Arts on Saturday, October 
17th - from 12:30 -3:30. 
 Unlike some of our other school fundraisers, 
the money that is raised at the Walk for the Arts 
will go for a specific purpose - to raise money for 
ACT (Arts Created Together).  ACT is the PTA 
funded program that brings curriculum based arts 
programming to Ha rrington School.   
 ACT has brought a series of high quality, 
enriching programs to Harrington School.    R e-
cent pr ograms have included: Chinese Ribbon 
da ncing for the Kindergarteners; "The Immigrant 
Experience - which traces the story of immigrants 
who left the "Old World" to search for a better life 
in America"; "Dancing Wheels" an Ohio based 
dancing company that integrates stand -up and 
sit-down (whee lchair) dancing; and a discussion 
by Stephen Krensky, a Lexington resident author 
who has published more than 100 books.   Last 
year, the 5th graders participated in a program 
where they built life -size teepees to suppl ement 
their study of Early Americans.  This is just a small 
sample of some of the amazing programs that 
have come to Harrington School.  

All of the money that is raised at the Walk 
for the Arts will be used to fund ACT and bring 
these i ncredible programs to your children.  
 For those of you who a ttended Schoo l-
house Walk last year, this year's walk will look a 
little different.   For those of you who are Harrin g-
ton "veterans" you will find that this year's walk is 
very similar to the walks that have been held in 
the past.  
 You will be receiving a registration packet 
in your child's home folders.   Please read it car e-
fully, as this packet will explain ever ything you 
need to do in order to have your child participate 
in the Walk for the Arts.  
 Children will walk around Harrington 
School (or indoors i f it is raining) -- there will be fun 
stations, music  and the children will create an art 
sculpture from recycled materials with the help 
from our wonder ful art teacher Roberta We h-
meyer and staff from the Revolving Museum in 
Lowell. This sculp ture will be on display for the 
comm unity to see after the Walk is over.  
 We hope you will come and support our 
5th graders who will be organizing a concession 
stand pr oviding food & drinks for walkers and their 
fam ilies.   The money raised from the concession 
stand wi ll go to offset the costs of 5th grade 
camping trip and graduation.  
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Join Us For A Fun Afte r noon :  

WALKING WITH FRIENDS AND TEACHERS 
LUNCH AVAILABLE AT OUR 5 TH GRADE CONCESSION STAND 

COMMUNITY SCULPTURE 
FACE PAINTING  

MUSIC 
And MORE! 

 

 
 

Harrington Sch ool’s  

Walk For The Arts  
 

Saturday, October 17,  2009  
12:30pm – 3:30 Pm  

at  

Harrington School  
 

No Rain  D ate:  All Activities Will Be Indoors If It Rains  
Sign - In Ends at 3:00pm  

 
 

An adult must accompany kindergarten and 1 st  grade st u-
dents at all times.  

This is  NOT a drop - off event for any child.  
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Creative costumes during the Halloween assembly 2008  
 
 
 
 

The Harrington Herald 
 

Layout & Submissions:  Cristina Burwell  - cristinaburwell@mac.com  
Proofreader: Leslie Zales – lszales@rcn.com  

 
The Harrington Herald  is the monthly newsletter of the Harrington PTA, published ten times a year.  In keeping with PTA New sletter Policy, 
the Herald  will print items directly related to the schools and their PTA’s.  This includes curricular, co -curricular, and extra -curricular a ctiv i-
ties that are PTA - or system-supported, and school -sanctioned projects.  All articles are subject to editorial discretion.  Newsletter mat e-
rial may be emailed to Cristina Burwell (see above).  If you cannot email your submission, please ca ll her to ma ke other a rrangements.  

Visit the Harrington School website for online editions and archive at http://harrington.lexingtonma.org . 
 

 

 
Next Submissions Deadline:  20 October, 2009 


